
MINUTES from the CHAMPION SCHOOL BOARD DIALOGUE WITH H.S. STUDENTS 

       Friday Nov. 4, 2016 

How would you critique Champion Schools-strength and weakness as you see them? 

 Academics are strong 

 Testing taking is high 

 Like to see more unity among the kids. Some cliques 

 Students need to be involved more outside the school 

 Champion’s strength is its community 

 Good teachers-can go to them with personal issues as well as academics 

 Sports team don’t get along 

 Classes are strong 

 Really good teachers 

 Good tech in the school  

 More electives needed 

 Like to see air conditioning 

 Use the space in the media center for something 

 Good balance of selections 

 

What do Champion parents say about Champion High School? 

 Favoritism shown towards certain sports teams 

 Good academics show Champion pushes us to be better 

 Slow technology which doesn’t help students prepare 

 Annoyed with schedule, can’t take drawing every year 

 Won’t be able to take  
ACT prep 

 Parents like the schools 

 Light in academic offerings compared to other schools 

 Gets us ready for college 

 Helpful with recommendation letters via guidance 

 Guidance overall is good 

 Parent who works in another district says Champion is great 

 Not a lot of flexibility 

 Need more ACT preparation 

 No life skill course 
 

How would you rank the discipline at the CHS?  Fair, consistent, discipline is good?...not good? What? 

 Worse kids get more chances-not consistent for all kids 

 Need student punishment for threats 

 Don’t have to deal with discipline a lot 

 Sometimes students are targeted-perception that certain kids are expected to act up 

 Inconsistent- sometimes certain students get in more trouble than others for the same issue 

 Fair and consistent 

 Not consistent 

 Different strokes for different kids 

 Cell phone policy inconsistent 

 I don’t think consistent 
 



What degree of input do students have regarding matters at the CHS?-are you asked for your ideas on matters?  If so give 
me some examples?   

 Not a lot of input from students except advisory board 

 Think they think we have input but we don’t 

 The student advisory board said certain things should be voted on by the student body 

 More dialogue now 

 Surveys 

 Teachers ask questions 

 Doesn’t think involvement and discussion of student advisory board is broadcast enough  
Administrative Response on Advisory Board discussions:  

 All students were given an opportunity to be on the advisory board to share their opinions and make suggestions. If 
you are interested in having more of a voice, you can share your thoughts with the 20 members of the board or 
participate in the future. Many of the items addressed at the meetings are not items that students can vote on. 
These meetings are often sharing sessions on how we build procedures to meet the law of Ohio that governs our 
schools. I will look into providing minutes of the meetings to all students through email, along with the names of 
their peers that are members so you may share your ideas with them for our meetings in the future. 

 Students taking classes at the KSU branch don’t get announcements 
Administrative Response on info for off site students 

 All TCTC and Champion students are emailed our announcements everyday through the TCTC email system and the 
Championlocal.org email system. Please check to make sure you are receiving our emails. If a student is not 
receiving these emails through these accounts, please stop in to see Mr. Grabowski in the main office.  

 

How do the students treat each other at CHS?   How much bullying takes place?  What types of bullying happens most?  
What ideas do you have that would help eliminate bullying? 

 Mostly a friendly place 

 Some teasing but usually among friends 

 Students need to look outside their cliques to make new friends 

 A lot of social media is the issue 

 Bullying happens on social media 

 Students are careful about what they say so not to get in trouble 

 No issues with behavior-all good 

 If problems it is online mostly 

 Hardly any bullying 

 Everyone is generally nice 
 
 
Do you feel safe or unsafe while you are at school?  What makes you feel safe or unsafe? And what could be improved in 
that area? 

 Safe yes- and especially with the resource officer in the school now  

 Yes safe-not so much crime 

 Police officers reinforces safety 

 Really like to have to call in and that the doors are locked 

 Buzzing in is good idea 

 ALICE is a very good experience 

 Odd smell in the band room 
Administrative Response to odor concerns:  

 The smell in the band room is being looked into by our maintenance staff. Thank you for sharing! 
 
 
 
 



Describe the problem with smoking by students during school hours? What ideas do you have to eliminate that problem? 

 Not sure there is a problem with smoking during school hours anymore 

 Non existent 

 Not at all during school hours 

 See it outside of school 

 Haven’t heard anything on this 

 No smoking 

 Noticed it in the bathroom in the band hallway 

 Not big for our students 

 No indication of smoking in the building 

 

Do you think the random drug testing program has done anything to reduce/discourage the use of drugs with students in 
school or out of schools…? 

 No 

 Need to test more athletes 

 Fair 

 At first might have reduced it 
 Random picks a lot of the same people 
 Nothing to lose  after test is over 
 Not everyone gets tested 
 Every students should be tested…not just those randomly selected 

 Students pulled out of important classes and miss time in class 
 

 
Describe the degree of alcohol usage by students during school?  Do you think alcohol usage is more prevalent by 
students on the weekends?  Do you have ideas that could reduce students using alcohol?  

 Usage is medium to high 

 Yes drinking on weekends 

 The wrong students get tested 

 Sports teams are more careful around their participation during sport time 

 A lot of underage drinking occurs out of school 

 Never heard of it 

 Yes on weekends 

 Some families not so strict 

 Assemblies on awareness are good 

 Police do a good job at preventing this 

 Zero at school 
 
 
What benefits if any at all can you cite to having a resource office here at the building?  

 Security-feel safer 
 A lot more safe 
 Officer is a deterrent for small issues 
 Officers make us feel comfortable-they are approachable 
 Has reduced smoking and any thought of alcohol in school 

 Limited reckless driving 
 No one tries to get in school because officer is here 
 Happy they are here 
 Doesn’t make us feel different because he is here 



How would you describe the level of respect between teachers and students at the HS? 

 Depends on the teacher and the student 
 All time low-in some classes 

 Respect among teachers and students differ by classes 
 Some do not respect teachers-especially substitutes 

 Handful of students are an issue 
 High respect 
 Smaller school helps this 
 Sometimes teachers can get too close to students 

 Teachers with high respect of students make other students want to take those classes 

 
What kind of help do you receive through the guidance department?  Do you have ideas how guidance department can 
help you more?  

 Mostly during ACT time 

 Help is there but students need to reach out more to department 

 Normal frustrations –takes time to get into counselor 

 Talk with them mostly on schedule problems 

 Without guidance department I would never have been a foreign exchange student 

 Willing to always help 

 Don’t think much help from guidance 

 Needs faster turnaround on items 

 Appear too busy with testing 
 
 

Which extracurricular at CHS are most popular with the students…which are not?  What makes some more popular than 
others?  What would make more students want to get involved in extracurricular?   

 Golf and bowling-not many student participate 

 Baseball needs more fans 

 Band is big 

 Football time-is promoted more than any other sport 

 Need more hobbies related clubs and fitness club 

 Language club 
Administrative Response: 

 All sports are given the same amount of support by the school, individual sports may receive more support from 
their respective booster clubs, which the school does not have control over. 

 Volley ball feels left out 

 Good to promote all teams 

 A lot of times pep rallies aren’t announced 
Administrative Response:  

 All pep rallies are announced over the PA and schedules are given to the teachers several days in advance.  
 

 Would like a wrestling team 
Administrative Response:   

 The sports that are offered are indicative of the interests of our students. In the past, wrestling was brought up and 
only a few students were interested, which would not have constituted a team sport. We evaluate all programs on a 
regular basis to determine interest levels and participation levels before moving forward with having a team. 

 
 
Do you know your grades in your classes? How do you know this? Do your parents use the P.A.M. system and what do 
you think of it? 

 Yes  PAM puts our grades on line for us and parents.  Our parents use it 



What are your opportunities to use any type of technology in your classrooms? …is more needed?  What kind? And how 
do you think it should be used in the classroom? 

 More teachers need to get involved 

 Need more technology for each student 1 on 1  

 Chromebooks are very beneficial 

 Need more  

 Phone use for google classroom but not allowed to have phones out 

 WIF needs upgraded 

 Some teachers use google classroom to extend class time with more work 

 Parents upset about going over data on phones because WIF is spotty. 
Administrative Response on WIF matter: 

 Wifi is offered in all academic locations in the high school. If there is an issue with coverage or density that we are 
unaware of, we would be happy to review the coverage and adjust as needed to support our academic classes that 
require its use everyday.  

 
 

How would you rate the range of courses you have to choose from at CHS?  If more are needed-what are the courses 
most needed? 

 Good range of classes but more college classes needed 

 More computer classes-virtual business 

 Miss home economics and shop classes 

 Depends on teacher-some heavy with tech- others zero 

 Cell phone usage needs reviewed 

 Good classes 

 Need more electives 

 Accounting and other electives help with life skills 

 Need more on banking and finance 

 

How challenged are you in your classes?   Are classes too tough, too easy…just enough challenge? What? 

 Depends on the class 

 You have to push yourself in the classes 

 Depends on class 

 Good behavior 

 Have hard days and easy days 

 Teachers take input 

 Teachers take time with you if needed 

 They are good 
 
 

How many of you have or are taking any post-secondary classes/ Duel credit offerings?  What benefit does a 
postsecondary course/duel credit offer you?  

 Saves money in college, time and helps prepare you for college  

 Helps in college 

 A lot of students take them 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



How are TCTC programs regarded? , quality of programs, discipline, etc.? 

 Some courses there prepare you for work 

 Students separate from us 

 Should have to come back to HS for one year  

 Helpful in learning a trade 

 Miss friends 

 Hands on courses 

 Good opportunity 
 

 
How many of you have some idea of what you want to do after graduations? 

 No idea for 3/5 (students interviewed were in grades 11 and 12th) 

 No idea 

 Physical therapist 

 Undecided 

 Aerospace engineering 

 Airforce/biomedical engineering 

 Psychology/law 

 Business 

 Accounting 

 Everyone at our table has a plan    

 

Do you have any recommendations or concerns you would like to share with the board? 

 Grading scale is higher-more like a college 
Administrative Response regarding high school grading scale:   

 CHS's goal is that all graduates leave College and Career Ready. Our grading scale is a reflection of the rigor that we 
expect in the classroom to foster that success. It has been discussed at length in our leadership team and with our 
student advisory board. Many of the other high performing schools in our area have a similar, if not equal grading 
scale.  

 

 Don’t think valedictorian system is fair 
Administrative Response regarding valedictorian:  

 Our expectation at Champion is that the Valedictorian and Salutatorian have achieved at the highest level in the 
most rigorous curriculum available to our students. The requirements are reviewed each year to ensure it's fair and 
that the integrity of the honor bestowed on the Valedictorian and Salutatorian remains consistent.  

 

 College chemistry honors class or college chemistry 
Administrative Response regarding chemistry 

 College Chemistry vs. Honors Chemistry will be reviewed again this year by our leadership team and advisory board 
to make suggestions for the future.  

 

 Grade scale for college classes (weighted grades?) 
Administrative Response regarding grading of college classes: 

 By Ohio Revised Code, all classes at the high school must carry the same weight of college courses and vice versa. All 
College and Honors courses at CHS are given more "weight" by credit than their counterparts. Each of these courses 
is worth 1.25 credits versus the 1.0 credit of a general education course. The law limits the weighting options of 
public schools as they must align to the respective universities they are connected to.  

 

End of minutes 


